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West Wickham Over Yards Report 
 

On 4
th

 February 2018 Archaeology RheeSearch Group carried out magnetometry and 

resistivity surveys on this site. 

Members participating: Brian Bridgland, Pat Davies, Liz Livingstone, Ian Sanderson, Gill 

Shapland. 

Site liaison: Janet Morris. 

Site conditions: Mown grass. 

Equipment:  Bartington 601 gradiometer; TRCIA 50 cm quad probe. 

  Magnetometry readings: 8/m, 1 m separation.  

  Resistivity readings: 1 m interval, 1 m separation. 

  Raw data are available as separate appendices. 

Location: TL611492, Streetly End, West Wickham, Cambs. 

 

Location plan: Survey areas 
(resistivity survey areas hatched, magnetometry areas solid) 

 

 

Purpose of survey: The purpose of this survey was to determine if any subsurface features 

could be detected that could indicate previous occupation. 

   

 

Site topography: Rough mown grass paddock with a slight rise towards the south. Hedged to 

the south and east, buildings on the north east and scattered trees and hedging along the west 

side.  
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Results: 

 

The images in this section are orientated for presentation. The images are not to a common 

scale. 

Resistivity 60 m x 72 m 

  

Resistivity 

 

 

Raw data 
 

  

 

High pass 

filter 8 

 
 

(black – low, white – high, red – null) (purple/blue – low, red – high, white – 

null) 

 

 

Magnetometry 60 m x 90 m range +7 to -9 nT 
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Magnetometry and resistivity results in context. 

 

 
 

Superimposition of resistivity and magnetometry results. 
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Discussion: 

Although the magnetometry results above are within a range which 

would show most responsive archaeological features, the background scatter of noise would 

tend to obscure all but very strong signals. Despite that caveat there is a concentrated area of 

noise in the SE corner of the survey area. There is also a separate area of more disperse, but 

fairly dense, noisy responses running round the N and E sides of the strong response. The 

concentrated area has a corresponding high resistance area. The disperse noisy zone has 

patchy areas of high resistance values. There is no pattern which might suggest a building 

there, it seems more to be some sort of disposal area near the paddock boundary probably 

with a large proportion of ceramic material.  The resistivity survey showed an area of high 

resistance values to the W of the area of concentrated magnetic noise. This area also had a 

small concentration of strong magnetic responses, as does a much smaller area of high 

resistance values on the W side of the S boundary of the resistivity survey. No conclusions as 

to archaeology can be made on the basis of the geophysical results other than that the 

paddock may have been favoured for disposal, particularly of fired materials. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Report by Dr I Sanderson for Archaeology RheeSearch 


