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Impington Village College Report 
 

On 9
th

 September 2018 Archaeology RheeSearch Group carried out magnetometry and 

resistivity surveys on this site to try to locate any sub-surface features. 

Members participating: Pat Davies, Liz Livingstone, Ian Sanderson, Gill Shapland, 

Maureen Storey and Tony Storey. 

Site liaison: Dr. Miriam Bower. 

Site conditions: Mown grass. 

Equipment:  Bartington 601 gradiometer; TRCIA 50 cm twin probe. 

  Magnetometry readings: 8/m, 1 m separation.  

  Resistivity readings: 1 m interval, 1 m separation. 

  Raw data available as separate appendices. 

 

Location: TL 445629, Impington Village College, Impington, Cambs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location plan: Survey areas 
(resistivity survey areas hatched, magnetometry areas solid) 

 

Purpose of survey: The purpose of this survey was to see if any features might be present to 

indicate the location of foundations on the site. 

Site topography: The western survey area was a school sports field bordered by trees on all 

but the eastern side. Part of the eastern survey area was within the sports field, the remainder 

comprised disturbed ground with an adjacent metal fenced building compound along most of 

the north east side. 
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Overlay of magnetometry and 

resistivity results 
Highlighted magnetometry 

results 

Results: 

The images in this section are orientated for presentation. The images 

are not to a common scale. 

 

Eastern resistivity survey, 30 m x 46 m 

  

 

 

Raw data 

  

 

High pass 

filter 6 
 

 

(black – low, white – high, red – null) (purple/blue – low, red – high, white –  

null) 

 

 

Eastern magnetometry survey 30 m x 46 m range +25 to -30 nT 
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Overlay of magnetometry and 

resistivity results 

 

Western resistivity survey, 12 m x 30 m 

  

Raw data 

  

High pass 

filter 6 
 

 

(black – low, white – high, red – null) (purple/blue – low, red – high, white –  

null) 

 

 

 

Western magnetometry survey 60 m x 90 m range +11 to -13 nT 
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Survey areas on an aerial photograph 

Discussion: 

Eastern site 

Although the blanketing effect of the adjacent metal fence and the strong responses of a 

utility running along the SE of the survey area may well have masked any archaeology 

present, there are some features of potential interest. The SW side of the survey area is 

noticeably devoid of appreciable responses, with the exception of the utility in the S corner, 

and there are a series of point anomalies in a rectilinear form indicated in red on the 

subsidiary magnetometry image above. The utility line has a corresponding but interrupted 

line of high resistance values bordered by lines of lower values, suggesting a barrier to 

moisture movement in the soil rather than improved drainage. The area devoid of magnetic 

responses suggests that levelling has taken place, the higher resistance values there probably 

represent a wear track. 

The point anomalies may be caused by iron reinforcement used in a small block type 

foundation, this might then mean that the area of high resistance values abutting the corner of 

the anomalies is a gravelled entrance. The only way to confirm this would be by excavation. 

Western site 

The magnetometry results are dominated by the strong signal from a utility running N—S 

across the survey area. This has caused processing artefacts which emphasise the individual 

grid boundaries and means that the imaging limits are less than optimum for showing 

archaeological features. Very strong responses are also shown at opposite edges of the survey 

area.  

There are indications of a linear feature running approximately E—W across the survey area. 

This corresponds to a line of darker grass visible on the aerial photograph above. The 

resistivity survey shows a line of high resistance values in the same place towards the NW 

end and marked breaks in high and low resistance areas at the SE end of the survey. Taken 

together this would suggest a trench line. 

 

 

 
Report by Dr Ian Sanderson for Archaeology RheeSearch 


