Breach Farm, Burwell Report

In September 2017 Archaeology RheeSearch Group carried out magnetometry and resistivity
surveys on this site to determine whether any archaeological features were detectable.
Members participating: Pat Davies, Brian Bridgland, Liz Livingstone, lan Sanderson, Gill
Shapland, Maureen Storey and Tony Storey.
Site liaison: Bill Franklin.
Site conditions: Level, roughly harrowed field with a track along the south east side.
Equipment: Bartington 601 gradiometer; TRCIA 50 cm twin probe, TRCIA 50 cm quad
probe.

Magnetometry readings: 8/m, 1 m separation.

Resistivity readings: 1 m interval, 1 m separation.

Raw data available as separate appendices.

Location: TL607676, Exning, Suffolk.
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Location plan: Survey areas
(resistivity survey areas hatched, magnetometry areas solid)

Purpose of survey: The purpose of this survey was to determine if any subsurface features
could be detected that might be related to a possible site of a small hastily constructed castle
of the Anarchy period suggested by soil marks shown on the aerial photograph below.
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Results:
The images in this section are orientated for presentation. The images are not to a common
scale.

Resistivity survey, 90 m x 90 m
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Aerial photgraph of the site

u‘\’b
<

<

h
eo\o‘fAY R eesea,c/'

Resistivity
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(black — low, white — high, red — null)

High pass
filter 7

N

A
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Magnetometry survey 90 m X 90 m range +5 to -5 nT
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Aerial photograph with superifnposed resistivity results



Discussion:
The main features in the magnetometry results are the four anomalies as a central square plus
one on the SE edge. These were due to the surveys being carried out on grids laid out in
advance for the survey team which unfortunately included some metal cored marker pegs.
The magnetometry survey had no features of archaeological significance.

The most significant feature in the resistivity results is a curved line of low resistance values
following most of the edge of the ovoid or sub-circular soil marks on the aerial photograph
above. This has, at least partially, a band of higher values surrounding it and possibly a band
of lower values outside the higher values band. It is possible that this configuration reflects a
double ditch around an enclosure which was extant for a short time, insufficiently long to
accumulate the vegetative debris which might give rise to a magnetic signal. This brings to
mind the incomplete castle of the Anarchy period at Rampton. Alternatively this could be
entirely due to geology.

There is an area of high responses on the E side of the resistivity survey which has a
rectilinear form that often indicates building foundations but in this case is ambiguous.
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